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below St. Didier, because there is not enough pasturage at
this point for so many animals for any length of time. And
Hannibal must have wished to keep the nearest forage for
the elephants, soon to follow. Here, in October, with fresh
snow in the La Thuile valley, would be the highest pas-
turage.

"Well out of this difficulty, says Polybius, Hannibal re-
joined that part of the army which had gone down to pas-
turage, and in three days from the broken way " descended
boldly into the plains which are near the Po and the ter-
ritory of the Insubrians." He had left Cartagena five months
before with ninety-two thousand men. He had crossed the
Rhone with thirty-eight thousand foot and over eight thou-
sand horse. He had now under the colors but twelve thou-
sand African and eight thousand Spanish infantry, and six
thousand horse; and these were so worn out with toil and
suffering, with lack of provision and extremity of weather,
that " both in appearance and condition they were brought
to a state more resembling that of wild beasts than human
beings."

Hannibal must have been singularly careful of his cavalry
to have brought it through with so small a proportionate
loss. This no doubt was the result of his having saved it as
much as he could. He as well knew what its value would be
to him on the plains of the Po as Alexander knew the value
of his Companions; and he had done his best to keep it
intact. But the condition of the army was pitiable. How
many of the nine or ten thousand pack-animals which must
have accompanied the army were left is not told.

" Hannibal's whole care was therefore directed to the best
means of reviving the spirits of his troops and restoring the
men and horses to their former vigor and condition."<$ St.
